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Infinite Herbs’ Colombian
. production applies various
means for the same end

B TAD THOWMON

BOCOTA, COLOMEIA —
D oo foeah berls Larm, vial-
tors must don sterile surgical
scrubs befoe entering a super
high-tech greenhouse. Inside
harvestens in blue soubs and
arméd with sterilized scissors
A ﬂ.uqlﬂ!r]::l ovin the (= {5 R
hovering  face  down  above
brosd rows, comiodably reach:

of the herb business beyond
farming

The high-tech operation
with' s fNeating. harvesting
beds, b detalled o the story
beginning on page 1

Moving beyond dairy

A broad contrast oo this
operation is one that belongs
to Alejandro Villamil, whose
family began dalry famming in
Colombia’s  Ubate  Valley
around 1777

day,
A0
that
ol

le this
datry is
imporant
the
Uibate has o siat
ue of a dairy cow
at the city pates
But in  rnecent
pears, Mr. Vil
lamil has werked
1o [lind a mone
lucrative . ase for
partions of old
family land. In
20083, he  fimi

BT

Sorgio Gutiemes, a growes-partner ol inflnite

enlered  Organi

Harbs. ar his Com, Colombia, farm with  herh production

selling a wide h
- Infinite Herbs. Mr Villamil
sard that his organic produc
tion has tripled ‘in that time

production.

Mr. Penalosa said that, like
all of this long-term -
partners,  Me Villamil  has
ClobalCAP certification (for
Cood Agricultural Practices),

LS. market Infinite Herbs has
stster offices in Miami, FL, and
Fverett, MA, and the firm will

ﬁﬁnpm a mid-Atlantic facil-

The Produce News toured
these and other Colombian
operations Feb. B-11  with
Camilo Penaloss, vice presi-
dent of business development
at Infinite Herbs, which has 65
long-term grower partners in
Colombia.

The Infinite Herhs farms on
thie tour were within a three-
hour drive of Bogota. Mr
Pefialosa moted that Infinite

Herlys “ts not in the real estate
business,* so it chooses (o par-
ner with  growess who ' make
their own farmland arrange-

ments. From its' office and
paa:lung;hﬁnw in Bogota; Infi-
nite Herba provides growers

_t; with technical assistance from

.
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Dolly Nufez and Camilo

Infinite Herbs is involved in
technical supporn, farm super-
¥ision, postharvest handling
“andiproviding packaging mate-
rials, transportation and imar-

“Any agricultural practice

* done on the farm ds at the recs
n .ﬁnjq@tn’;ilmian;ﬁl'mlrhtaﬁ' he
- said; “We visit every farm at

He has the land to again wiple:

Pefalosa discuss
herb production in'Ms: Nufiez's basil field,

are alwaya looking 1o grow
with panners for the long
e

Mr. Villamil possesses food:
safety  centifications from
Colombia, the United  Staies
and Europe, and the farm has
atarted 10 work ona oeniiiic-
than from lapan.

Most of Mr Villamil's pro
duction is in greenhouses. M
Pedialosn sald that rosemary in
general s a very slonw-grosving
crop and lomg-living shrub, so
greenhouse rosemary produc
thon ks not customarily a good
investment

M. Villamil showed  his
mbhit kueh and the simple
use of LTy brizl o thie Caes 19
channel  excrement.  Rabbit
waste s added 1o the Tarm's
compost pile which is proper
Iy maintained according to
r:r};qni:' INCUsETY standards The
compost pile includes waste
fram goats and sheep that tim
the grass outside the green
hoses, 11 ompost pile also
ineludes heshs that for one e
son ar another are commercial

Ihammesied butaetshipped to

inied A, market. Mr Rodrigoez said that

leaving temnants of an old
crop in algreenhiouse is an invi-
tation for disease problems
The finished compost product
is used as organic fenilizer

From housewife to grower
Another of Infinite’s grower-
partners 5 Dolly Mufiez, who
had” a ‘comiornable life as a
housewife but decided she
wotild he happier making her
own  money.
Two years ago,
she began her
own CONYEn-
tional hasil
farm, and this
wear her basil
field producticn
5. up o
acres, She said
that she usually

75

cultivares 13
ALICS =1 e
time,  leaving

the rest o grow
legumes, - there-
by revitalizing
40l nutrients
The farm pro-
duces fresh basil
for Infinite
Herbs through-
out thee year.

Ms. Nufiezs farm is about
1,200 feet above sea level —
much lower than most frming
parners affiliated with Infinite
Herbs, She grows suntlowens
an her farm because sunflow-
ers are sensitive 1o a lack of
maoisiire She sald when her
sunflowers ‘stant  to look
droopy, it is-an indication that
water i lacking and the drip-
irrigation system must be

JOSUE. AlBTCON, B Pt §
Camila Porsioss, @ parines and vice presidem of Infinite Heros

1 Imversiones e Bamoo Lida
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and Mr Alarcon's partnor Julian Garcia, Mar Pafiaiosa & wecking
with tha growerns oo move ther gresnhouss emehess on flora)
grannery 10 frash hofbs and baby vegatabios

chiecked and pethaps wrned
an in the basil ficlda

depress T for a few hours

Raby vegetables in the mix
In Tenjo, Colombia, Infinite
Heibs I8 working with growoers
lesus Alarcon and Julian Garcia
s produce not only fresh herbs
but also baby vepetables
e growers” ([arm; Inwer-
stones of Bamba Lida, tradi
tionally huas grosm floral prod-
wcts, swch as baby's breath and
statice, The growers feel thene is
a Wimited futare for such brems,
50 thijey are shifhng prodacion

Chives and more

shar Cota, Colombia, Ser-
gio Cutierrez it an Infinite
Heibs partner, pl-.-;huln!'_ LBl
ventional and organic tar
ragon, mint and chives: ke
Catierrer, who i3 alsa a parinet
in the aforementioned high-
tech greenhouse operation, has
field production of conven-
tional rosermnacy at his Coga
farm

hin Countierrex has field oand
greenhouse produdtion. To
qualily as certitied organic soil,
dirt was brought to the green
house  [rom the abutting
mountain. The greenhouse i
certificd to; have 100 percent
organic production, Bevond
herhs in the H.lr‘l.']l]ll.l!l'l-l.' this
winter, Mr. Gutierres 15 experi-
menting with French bean pro-
duction for Infinite Herbs,

Cota has an elevaton of
7,355 feet and is 4.5 degrees
narth. This gives the farm very
consiatent high tempemiures
throughout the yean although
in January and February, night-
L e lemperaiures will nooa-
sionally’ fall as low as 29

1o mone PIohiiabie weme

kAL Pefislosa ks interested in
developing  baby vegetable
sales for Infinite becatise that
category s penerally purchased
h}’ the same J}I.I}TI:, that orcfer
herbs. In Febnrany the growens
were testing production’ of
baby carmoas, baby green leal
ard red leaf lettuces, baby vel-
low squashy peas, sno peas and
French beans.

Me. Alarcon started his com-
pany in 1981 “I've always
grown flowers and now we are
changing o herbs and vegeta-
bles. The fAower business |
think, is not as good. The
world needs food, not flowers,
at the moment.”
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Distributing from the:
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